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“The fi rst step is always hard to take” - the Budapest based hardcore-punk-rock band The Wheelers is proof to that statement. If you count releasing a record 

the fi rst step for a band, for The Wheelers it was so hard, they hardly even existed by the time the record came out. They named it ‘The First Step’, but maybe 

‘The Last Step’ would be a more appropriate title - or ‘An Additional Step After The Last One’, for that matter. If you say the fi rst step for a band is to play the 

                                                                                                                                                                                         fi rst show, then again, The Wheelers are here to 

                                                                                                                                                                                         prove this is not an easy one to take, and even if you

                                                                                                                                                                                         have taken it, you will never know what happens next. 

                                                                                                                                                                                         The idea to form the band popped up in Gergő’s (Gergely 

                                                                                                                                                                                         Kovács - bass, vocals) mind in the summer of 2006, 

                                                                                                                                                                                         when he already had a few songs ready, but the whole 

                                                                                                                                                                                         thing was left at that due to lack of time. The idea was 

                                                                                                                                                                                         not buried deep though, and the next year in March 

                                                                                                                                                                                         Gergő asked an old friend, Tibi (Tibor Barabás - drums) 

                                                                                                                                                                                         if he wanted to join. Well, as you can guess, he did, the 

                                                                                                                                                                                         diffi culties were only yet to come: the duo still was in 

                                                                                                                                                                                         need of a guitar player. After months of research, 

                                                                                                                                                                                         they picked Gabi (Gábor Belukács - guitars). The band 

                                                                                                                                                                                         played its fi rst show in January the next year, and the 

                                                                                                                                                                                         future looked bright for the three. Little did they 

                                                                                                                                                                                         know what was coming really soon - for reasons 

                                                                                                                                                                                         beyond their control -: Gabi had to move from Budapest, 

                                                                                                                                                                                         and it became nearly impossible to continue with the 

same line-up. Still, The Wheelers played a couple of shows, but as Gabi could no longer be involved on a long term, obviously it was time to decide how to go on. The 

founding members decided to pay due respect to the past by recording the songs - instead of simply letting them buried by the dust of forgetfulness - while at 

the same time looking into the future, so they started working on something new. (this ‘something new’ is their new band The Grey Eminence, but that is another 

story.)

And regarding the present: The Wheelers did never offi cially break up, but the eleven song full-length is probably the only record for the band, it is very unlikely 

that a second disc will be ever made under that name. ‘The First Step’ is a good collection of songs displaying all the different styles that had an impact on the 

band’s music: hardcore, punk, rock, even hints of grind and metal - an obsession with fast rhythms serving as the link between the different infl uences.

Discography:

The First Step

2009

Abran Records

ABR002

1. The First Step

2. Hide Inside

3. Free

4. Empty Words

5. A Love Song

6. Movie Of Your Life

7. In These Days

8. No Excuse

9. All The World Is A Stage

10. Weakening Breath

11. Without Remedy


